


Che Library Assistant : 


The Official Journal of the Library Assistants’ Association, 

















No. 223. AUGUST— SEPTEMBER, “1916. Published Monthly. 











PRINCIPAL CONTENTS. 





Editorial — ae <n pre 102 
The L.A.A. Roll of Honour (continued) 104 
The L.A.A.: Twenty One Years’ Work : Messages from “Prominent 
Librarians (continued) ... ali - 106 
Proceedings : South Coast Branch we en ree pene 110 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


North-Western Branch. 
SECOND ANNUAL MEETING. 


The Second Annual Meeting of the North-Western Branch 
will be held (by kind permission of the Public Libraries Com- 
mittee), at the Central Public Library, Blackburn, on Wednes- 
day, September 27th, 1916. 


AGENDA. 
5.0 p Meeting of Committee in Librarian’s Room. 
6.0 p.m. ANNUAL MEETING: 
(a) Address of Welcome, by R. Ashton, Esq., 
F.L.A., Chief Librarian. 
(b) Annual Report. 
c) Election of Officers. 
(d) Paper on ‘‘ George Meredith,’ by Harry 


Fostall, Librarian, Bradford Branch 
Library, Manchester. 


(e) Discussion of future policy, etc. 


In view of the fact that so many members of the Branch are at present 
on active service, the Committee earnestly appeals to all Assistants in the 
N.W. area to make a special effort to attend, and to notify Mr. Ashton of 
their intention to be present not later than September 22nd. 


Nominations for Officers and Members of the Committee 
must be sent to the undersigned before September 13th, 1916. 


James Ross, Hon. Secretary, 
Walton and Fasakerly Library, Liverpool. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Librarianship and ‘‘ The Daily Mail.’","—On August 16th 
there appeared in ‘‘ The Daily Mail’’ an article, entitled 
“Women Librarians: a profession that needs recruits,’’ from 
the pen of Beatrice Heron-Maxwell, who is described as ‘‘ the 
well-known novelist and thinker.’’ The article is evidently based 
upon replies received from a number of prominent women 
librarians in response to a request for information. In our 
opinion, the article is, to say the least, unfair in its remarks, 
both to those already in the profession, and to those who might 
be led to enter it from a perusal of the article. Moreover, it 
is erroneous or misleading in several of its statements, as will 
be seen from the following letter, written by the Honorary 
Secretary to ‘‘ The Daily Mail,’’ but which, for some reason, 
has not appeared. 

17th August, 1916. 
To the Editor, ** Daily Mail,’’ Carmelite Street, E.C. 

Dear Sir, 

Beatrice Heron-Maxwell in her article on ‘* Women Librarians ”’ is 
incorrect in several statements, while her hasty generalisations based on 
rapidly acquired knowledge of the facts are sometimes misleading and 
unfair. 

A librarianship is not a “* literary post,’’ and to write of men ‘* desert- 
ing’? such posts in these days is merely nonsense. At Lincoln the 
‘* feminine senior assistant ’’ has not ‘* stepped into the chief librarian’s 
place”: she is simply carrying on while the chief is away on military 
service. The Winchester City Librarian’s wife was not a librarian before 
marriage, and the Library Assistants’ Association does not issue certificates. 
It is not true that before 1915 only men were employed on the Fulham 
Libraries’ staff. The statement that salaries of women librarians are 
** designedly small ”’ is at least questionable, though as a rule the scale of 
remuneration is at present lower for women than for men. 

Had the writer digested her materials better her plea for the woman 
librarian would have been of far greater value, for undoubtedly librarian- 
ship offers a sphere eminently suitable for the right kind of educated in- 
telligent woman who is possessed of high ideals and prepared for honest 
labour—not free of some drudgery—in carrying them out. The advice 
quoted from Miss Gilbert, one of the most enthusiastic librarians in this 
country, regarding the Library Assistants’ Association, is most seasonable, 
and I shall be pleased to supply information regarding its activities to 
bona fide inquirers.—Yours obediently, 


(Signed) W. BENSON THORNE, 
Honorary Secretary. 


” 


We should have thought that if such a progressive paper 
required an article on ‘‘ Women Librarians’’ it would have 
commissioned one of those quoted in the article to write it 
rather than have the work done by one who, so far as we know, 
is quite an outsider. It is not within the province of the L.A.A. 
to discuss the question of women versus men librarians ; suffice 
it to say that we know of a number of excellent women 
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librarians. What we are concerned with at the moment, how- 
ever, is to see that the men who are voluntarily serving their 
country shall receive fair treatment during their absence. This, 
we contend, has not been done in the article under discussion. 

In the first place, we would point out that practically all the 
appointments of women assistants which have been made are 
only for the duration of the War. Doubtless some of them will 
become permanencies, but in all cases where the men return 
the temporary assistants will naturally be displaced. We think 
that this should have been made perfectly clear. 

The writer also speaks of ‘‘ the hundreds of men who have 
voluntarily and involuntarily deserted these literary posts of 
theirs.’’ Surely a happier word than ‘‘ deserted ’’ could have 
been chosen! Again, we are informed with regard to Lincoln 
that ‘‘a feminine senior assistant has stepped into the chief 
Librarian’s place.’’ Even supposing this to be true, it is 
scarcely the best way to put it, but, as a matter of fact, we be- 
lieve the phrase does not represent the facts at all. 

Lower down we read that ‘‘the salaries are small—designedly 
so, because this raises the standard of the assistants—and com- 
mencing at £25 per annum rise to £160, the highest paid in this 
country to a fully qualified librarian.’”? This is the first time 
that we have heard that the salaries of library assistants are 
designedly low in order to keep the standard high, and, further, 
it ought to be made perfectly clear to women entering the pro- 
fession that very few of them indeed can ever hope to reach a 
salary of anything approaching £160. 

Space forbids us to comment upon the article at greater 
length, but may we conclude by urging librarians to exercise 
care in giving information concerning the profession to journa- 
lists and others who are not best qualified to use it properly. 

Members on Active Service.—Our readers are aware, of 
course, that the Council regards all Members serving with the 
Colours as Honorary Members of the Association for the time 
being, and continues to forward to their Library addresses the 
issues of ‘‘ The Library Assistant’’ as usual. In some cases 
the Journal is re-directed, and the Member is thus kept in touch 
with library affairs at home; but this is not always so, and 
from time to time we hear from Members who are serving their 
Country in various quarters of the globe to the effect that they 
would be glad to see ‘‘ The Library Assistant ’’ occasionally. It 
is suggested, therefore, to those still serving in libraries whence 
Members have gone, that inquiry should be made, and the 
Journal re-directed wherever it may be so desired. This would 
be a little act of kindly thought on the part of those remaining 
at home, and would be likely to give pleasure to some of those 
the Council is trying to honour. 
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Sessional Programme.—The Library Association has noti- 
fied its Members that it will not be holding any Monthly Meet- 
ings during the coming Winter Session, so the question of a 
joint-programme such as was carried out last Winter will not 
arise. While at this date the decision of the Council of the 
L.A.A. regarding a Winter programme cannot be anticipated, 
it was the feeling of the Council at its last Meeting that gather- 
ings of some kind should be arranged, even though a formal 
programme might not be advisable. Therefore,though the an- 
nouncement of an ‘‘ inaugural meeting ’’ in our present issue 
is not possible, it is not unlikely that details of a meeting to be 
held in October may appear next month. At the same time, it 
is only right to point out that there are difficulties in the way: 
in the present circumstances meeting-places may not be easy to 
arrange, most Members and friends of the Association are too 
much occupied to devote time to the preparation of papers, while 
all Members liable—so far as they know—for Military Service 
have not yet been called up, the Honorary General Secretary 
and Honorary Editor being in this category. 





L.A.A. ROLL OF HONOUR (continued). 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne: *R. E. LypeE, *W. E. Hurrorp, and 
*R. W. Waueu (all Northumberland Fusiliers) ; *R. D. 
ROBERTSON and *W. H. Gipson (R.G.A.); *R. N. A. 
MILLER (Cadet, No. 8 Officer Cadet Battalion) . 

South Australia: {H. R. Purnert (Sergeant, Australian 
Infantry). 

Southwark: S. H. Cox and *E. Garner (Rifle Brigade); E. 
BEELS (Royal Naval Division) . 

Wood Creen: {W. A. PepLow (R.F.A.). 


PROMOTIONS. 


Birmingham: *HeERBERT CasHMoRE (Sergeant, ). 

Croydon: *P. W. Bennett (Lance-Corporal, 24th Middlesex) ; 
*F. W. Cornwatt (Corporal, R.A.M.C.); RicHarpb 
Wricut (Sergeant, R.G.A.). 

Hackney: D. J. Bayitey (Second-Lieutenant, Gordon High- 
landers). 

Norwich: *CuarLes NoweEtt (Second-Lieutenant, 22nd London 
Regiment (The Queen’s)). 

Stoke Newington: *G. R. Botton (Sergeant, R.A.M.C.). 

Warwick: W. T. Carter (Captain, 10th South Staffordshire 
Regiment). 

Note.—We shall be glad to record other promotions from time 

to time if members will kindly forward details. 
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KILLED IN ACTION. 


*Arthur Dowley Carlisile.—We regret to record the death of Lance- 
Corporal Arthur Dowley Carlisle, who was killed in action on the 16th July, 
somewhere on the Western Front. 

Shortly after the outbreak of war he joined the Southern Rifles, after- 
wards known as Hartigan’s Horse, at Port Elizabeth, and spent the Christ- 
mas of 1914 far up in the Drackensburg, whither troops had been sent to 
quell a native disturbance. It was his desire to proceed to what was then 
German South West Africa, but an attack of dysentery prevented this, and 
he returned to his civil duties for a time. Later on when troops were being 
raised for service in Europe, he joined the Ist South African Infantry, and 
in reply to friends who thought him unwise to re-enter the Army, he wrote: 
**T cannot keep out of this business. The burnt and desolated libraries 
of Louvain and the other unfortunate towns of Belgium fill me with wrath. 
I am very glad to be able to take my place in the forces contending with 
the Blonde Beast.”’ 

After completing his training on Salisbury Plain he was sent to Egypt, 
and took part in the fighting against the Senussi Arabs in February last. 
From Egypt he went to France, was in the thick of the fighting during the 
first fortnight of July, and fell, ‘* fighting like a hero,”’ to use his officer’s 
words, during a desperate bayonet charge for the possession of Delville 
Woods, when the South Africans covered themselves with glory. 

Prior to the War, Mr. Carlisle was Sub-Librarian of the Port Elizabeth 
Public Library, where his charming personality, ready wit, and pronounced 
professional ability had won him a large circle of friends. He was trained 
in the Woolwich Public Libraries from 1904 to 1912, and immediately before 
his appointment to Port Elizabeth, was Branch Librarian at Heston-Isle- 
worth. He was twenty-seven years of age, had been a member of the 
L.A.A. since 1905, and held the L.A. certificates for Literary history, Cata- 
loguing, and Library routine. 

He is the second of our South African colleagues who has made the 
supreme sacrifice in the present war; the other being A. R. Anderson, of 
Johannesburg, whom, by a strange coincidence, he succeeded at Port Eliza- 
beth. 


In Arthur Dowley Carlisle the present writer has lost one of his dearest 
friends, and librarianship a capable exponent of the craft. W.G.C. 

*G. Robson, of the Literary and Philosophical Society’s Library, New- 
castle-upon-Tyne (Northumberland Fusiliers). 

A. P. Jordan, of the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Public Library (Northumber- 
land Fusiliers. Attached K.O.Y.L.1.). 





WOUNDED AND MISSING. 


Coventry: *Harry Krauss (18th Royal Fusiliers). Wounded, 
but believed to be progressing satisfactorily. 

Tottenham : *F RANK MEAkIn (Rifle Brigade). Reported missing. 

Sheffield: Serceant Burton, J. C. Hopson, and FREDERICK 
KELLINGTON (all wounded) ; A. S. Cressy (suffering from 
shell shock), and W. W. Tuaine (suffering from shell 
shock and acute rheumatism). 

* Member, L.A.A. { Fellow, L.A.A. 
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THE L.A.A. 
TWENTY-ONE YEARS’ WORK: MESSAGES FROM 
SOME PROMINENT LIBRARIANS (continued). 


JOHN BALLINGER, M.A., Librarian, National Library of 
Wales; President of the S. Wales Branch. 


I offer my congratulations to the Library Assistants’ 
Association upon the attainment of its majority. The Association 
has done much useful work during the past twenty-one years, 
especially in the organised encouragement of high ideals of 
public service. I wish the emoluments had improved in propor- 
tion, but this, it is to be feared, can only be adequately attained 
by the removal of the absurd limit on the Library rate. In my 
opinion, expressed on several occasions, the libraries will not 
fulfil their duties to the public until a larger service of adequately 
paid assistants is available. 

May I quote two paragraphs from a paper on ‘‘ The Rate 
Limit and the future of public libraries,’’ read at the Birmingham 
Conference in 1902, which deal with the question of the library 
service :— 


‘* Under existing conditions a great injustice is being done to a worthy 


and self-sacrificing body of public servants. Librarians, and still more 
library assistants, are remunerated after a fashion shabby indeed for the 
services rendered by them. Librarians, who are expected to possess 


qualities almost divine, are in most instances paid less than teachers in 
good elementary schools. And assistants are paid salaries which leave them 
without hope or pride, their only solace such satisfaction as can be derived 
from a sense of having done their best; but this will not butter their 
parsnips. 

‘* The whole service of the libraries needs improving. We want a 
greater number of efficient men and women capable of aiding and directing 
the readers. But they must be paid a decent living wage, for they must 
live decently if they are to perform efficiently the services which the public 
recuire. With the present outlook in libraries, the service does not attract 
a sufficient number of able assistants; or if it does attract them, they soon 
discover that the outlook is a gloomy one, and lose heart. Yet ‘ a librarian 
has a greater and a higher educational opportunity than almost anybody 
else : he can continually lead people on.’4”’ 

1 Creighton, Thoughts on Education, p. 191. 


These observations are as much needed to-day, as when they 
were written. 

I trust the Library Assistants’ Association will go on with 
its good work, without losing heart. The time of recovery after 
the War may offer opportunities for improvements in the ser- 
vices which libraries contribute to the national well-being. If 
the best results are to be reached, the status of the staffs must 
be improved when the forward movement is undertaken. 








The Bedford Binding. 





OUR BINDING for Public Libraries is acknowledged to be 
the best. 


OUR METHOD is NOT one of uniformity of treatment. 


OUR PROCESS for strengthening the broken folds of sections 
is the latest and improved style without over- 
sewing. 


OUR WORK AND MATERIALS are essentially 
the best. 





THE BEDFORD BINDERY, 


19, CRAWFORD PLACE, — ROAD 
LONDON, W. 


For STUDY & RECREATION 
Including— 

LITERARY, EDUCATIONAL 

SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL 

and all other subjects. : 


Over 1,000,000 volumes in Stock. SECOND HAND at HALF PRICES. New at 
Discount Prices. Catalogue No. 943 Free. State Wants. 


Library Replacements a Speciality. We devote a Special Department for Fiction and 
have thousands of Volumes in strictly classified order. Send us your List. Special 
Terms to Libraries. Books sent on approval BOOKS BOUGHT. 


W. & G. FOYLE, 121-123, Charing Cross Road 


Telegrams :.“ Foylibra,” London. London, W.C. 














LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


PRELIMINARY TEST. 


The PRELIMINARY TEST for candidates intending to sit at the next 
examination in May, 1917, will be held on Wednesday, 11th October, 1916, at 
2 p.m., at Caxton Hall, S.W., and at various provincial centres. Fee 2s. 6d. 
The last date of entry is 13th September, 1916. Full particulars on application 
to Ernest A. Baker, M.A., D.Litt., Hon. Secretary, Education Committee, 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W. 

















East Ham Bookbinding Works, 


WALTER NEWBURY 


PUBLIC: LIBRARY: BINDER | 





Plashet Lane and Elizabeth Road, East Ham, Essex. 




















FOR SALE. 


Liprary AssociaTION ReEcorD. Vols. 8-12, 1906-10 (Half 


morocco) . 


LipraRy WorLbD. Vols. 1-15, 1898-1913 (publisher’s cloth except 
vol. 1). 


Liprary AssIsTANT. Vols. 3-10, 1901-13 (cloth). 


The above are from the Library of the late Mr. H. T. Coutts. 
Offers may be sent to Mr. William McGill, West Library, Thorn- 
hill Square, London, N. 








shelf-Guides ~ ™ Dewey Classification 


These SHELF GUIDES are printed on CRAINED IVORINE. 
They are :—Neat and Clean in appearance. 
Improved by Washing. 
‘* Permanent’: the printing being into the Ivorine 
and not on the surface. 





Also supplied in the same material :— 


LIBRARY NOTICES. MAGAZINE TITLES. 
NEWSPAPER TITLES. RACK TITLES, Etc., Etc. 


Prices quoted for ANY ODD ASSORTMENT OF TITLES, and 


for complete sets of SHELF CUIDES to the DEWEY 
CLASSIFICATION. 


DUNN & WILSON LIBRARY REBINDERS, 


3 KIRK WYND, FALKIRK, SCOTLAND. 





The Magazine Reading Case of the Future. 


THE ‘‘ DUNWELL’”’ PERMANENT MAGAZINE READING 

CASE is made of three separate plies of veneers, the grains of 

which run in opposite directions. The complete board is only 

4-in. in thickness, is exceptionally light in weight, and cannot 
be excelled for strength. 








The ‘‘DUNWELL’”’ PERMANENT READING CASE IS:— 
Ist ARTISTIC. 
2nd HYGIENIC. 
3rd ALWAYS FRESH IN APPEARANCE. 
4th PERMANENT. 
British Patent 14,702. 
A Sample Set of Cases sent on approbation with list of prices, 
carriage free. 
Note the address: 
DUNN & WILSON, 


LIBRARY REBINDERS, 


Kirk Wynd, Falkirk, Scotland 














** T hold every man a debtor to his profession, 
from the which, as men do of course seek to 
receive countenance and profit, so ought they 
of duty to endeavour themselves by way of 
amends to be a help and an ornament there- 
unto.’’-—Francis Bacon, BARON VERULAM. 


ARE YOU HELPING? 


The Library Assistants’ Association 


has done much good work for its Members and _ for 
LIBRARIANSHIP GENERALLY in the past. It has 
stimulated individual effort towards increased efficiency; it has 
always urged the further development of the Public Library 
Movement; it has stood for better conditions and _ has 
claimed a STANDING FOR THE PROFESSION. At the 
moment the Association is extending its influences and work, and 





needs the support and co-operation of all who are qualified for 
Membership ; difficult problems lie ahead which can only be faced 
effectually by a strong Association. 


YOU CAN DO SOMETHING. 


You can quicken interest in your own vicinity. You can get 
new Members, or secure subscribers to ‘‘ THE LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT.”’ Perhaps you can obtain advertisements for ‘‘ The 
Library Assistant.”’ 


WILL YOU TRY TO DO SOMETHING 


for your Association? And will you try now? Remember that 
the L.A.A. was established TWENTY YEARS AGO, and holds a 
recognized position. It is no new venture with its way to make. 

Any information you may need will be gladly supplied by the 
Hon. Secretary, BROMLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY, BRUNSWICK 
ROAD, POPLAR, LONDON, E. 
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FRANK PACY, Acting Hon. Secretary of the Library 
Association. 

As the mouthpiece, for the time being, of the Library 
Association, if I have not been anticipated by him for whom I 
act, on behalf of the elder brethren, I send cordial greetings 
to the Library Assistants’ Association on reaching its 21st 
birthday. 

Relations in the past have always been such as should exist 
between two fraternal bodies working to the same end. Our 
joint object is the attainment of all that is best for Libraries and 
Librarianship. The enthusiasm of youth tempered by the ex- 
perience of age is the ideal combination. 


G. E. ROEBUCK, Chief Librarian, Walthamstow ; 
Formerly Honorary Secretary of the L.A.A. 

I have the greatest pleasure in responding to your request 
for a few lines on the L.A.A. in the earlier years, for no one 
can appreciate more the place, purpose and effect of our Associa- 
tion. Looking back over 26 years of library work to the time 
when I was a junior at Middlesbrough, I remember my old 
chief’s anxiety that I should equip myself for future work in 
the profession, and his desire that I should recognise the 
existence of a larger field of library effort than was apparent to 
a small boy in a provincial town. I remember also the 
difficulty he had in providing me with materials upon which to 
base my studies—they simply didn’t exist! I remember also the 
pains he took to make up for the lack of suitable text-books 
and those better facilities which the foundation of such a body 
as the L.A.A. was to provide later on. It was this recollection 
which prompted W. B. Thorne and I to make a start in juniors’ 
manuals. Those days are gone, and, to a great extent, their 
difficulties too. Insistence on the educational side of the L.A.’s 
activities, the production of decent manuals on so many of the 
side-lights of our work, and, above all, the welding together 
of young enthusiasts for a broader outlook on and a wider use- 
fulness of their common task, which was the immediate result 
of the establishment of the L.A.A., have altered the position con- 
siderably. 

As one who worked for the extension of the L.A.A., and 
who for the best part of seven years of vital importance in the 
history of that body had some hand in its affairs, I look back 
to that time as the period of my best work. We had then 
lived down the suspicion of trades-unionism which the excess of 
zeal of dear old Dyer had spread abroad; we were being wel- 
comed by those whose recognition counted; we had begun to 
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find proper respect for our journal as a result of careful editor- 
ship from the first number, and were just on the eve of great 
developments when I had to retire in consequence of my appoint- 
ment to Walthamstow. The last thing of moment in my period 
was a national canvass of assistants with a view to the estab- 
lishment of county branches, an effort which, though unsuccess- 
ful, no doubt set provincial men thinking and perhaps paved the 
way for the striking success which Mr. Sayers accomplished in 
this direction. 

There is no need to dilate upon the excellencies of the 
L.A.A. It has had two marked epochs—the initial one wherein 
it provided a needed medium for mutual support and encour- 
agement to many young workers almost unknown to one 
another, the second when it enlarged its scope with its grow- 
ing membership. It would seem that a third period lies 
immediately ahead. Fresh responsibilities are at hand. The 
times have changed and the L.A.A. must be alive to this. 
Whether it will in future fulfil its purpose most by a continuance 
of the present combination with the L.A. or not, rests with the 
members to decide. My views on this point are known to the 
older men, and they have not changed. We cannot deny that 
there is still room for a continuance of the original work of the 
Association ; the results of the recent Preliminary Examination 
of the L.A. prove this, but a more extended and active propa- 
ganda must be prepared. The L.A.A. may be a greater asset in 
the educational question if it is not too closely in touch with 
the Education Committee of the L.A. ; outside opinion is still 
of value in most things. There is also the need for careful 
thought around the question of rates of pay for library workers. 
The old style demands for more money in salaries than is avail- 
able must give place to some other policy, bearing in mind the 
findings I submitted at the last Conference of the L.A. on the 
Adams’ Report. From what other way to approach this matter 
I confess an inability to make suggestions, but my mind turns 
constantly upon the urgent need for higher remuneration for 
assistants, although I recognise that the present conditions are 
not entirely the fault of those in authority. 

There are other matters looming into importance; the 
possible growth of female employment in public libraries is 
one of these, and it bids fair to replace the old problem of the 
‘** blind alley ’’’ for boy assistants. Most important, however, 
of all measures yet to be attempted is that of creating a better 
public opinion regarding the library movement. We realise that 
by hard work in their own districts many men are striving to 
gain a better recognition of the usefulness of the movement, 
but these very efforts are often regarded more as personal axe- 
grindings than what they really are. Organised opinion should 
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support these efforts, and we have waited all too long for this. 
Since it must be admitted that the L.A.A. does more to adver- 
tise the profession and professional needs than any other body, 
I look to the L.A.A. as more likely to bring about the correction 
of many present-day matters than other organisations. 

On the Executive Committee of the L.A.A. there are several 
men whose connection with the Association is of long duration ; 
they and their colleagues should be well able to control the 
affairs of the Association in the years ahead and in that work 
they have our explicit confidence and our best wishes. 


H. TAPLEY-SOPER, Chief Librarian, Exeter; 
Formerly Honorary Editor of The Library Assistant. 


I gladly avail myself of the invitation to contribute a few 
lines to your Birthday Number. It is with extreme gratification 
that I congratulate the Association on reaching its majority. 
One of the most pleasant recollections of my professional life in 
London is the memory of my intimate connection with the 
L.A.A. and a feeling of gratitude for the many benefits which 
I derived from its teaching and stimulating efforts. I well 
recollect the Wednesday holiday which I “‘ sacrificed’’ in the 
company of your faithful Treasurer, my erstwhile colleague, to 
attend a meeting held in an ‘‘ Upper Chamber,’’ ‘‘ Somewhere 
in Bloomsbury,” to consider the desirability of forming an 
Association for Assistants, and I remember equally well, and 
with genuine pleasure, the many fierce fights we had to indulge 
in to push our way forward. Fights against other Associations, 
fights against chiefs, fights against unenterprising and 
moribund colleagues, fights against committees—and 
internécine fights—they all came our way, and how we enjoyed 
them—and how much better we all are for them. And now as 
I write I recall the names of some of our stalwarts, serious 
fellows who fought with the tenacity of bull dogs. Dyer, easily 
first in my recollections, Meaden-Roberts, Ogle, Hogg, R. B. 
Wood, Carter of St. Martin’s, Chambers, Thorne, Burt, Rees, 
the turbulent Peddie, and many others. And likewise the names 
of those ‘‘ in high places,’’ who from the first extended a helping 
hand—Mr. J. Y. W. MacAlister, so fittingly President this year 
of the senior Association, a body which at first regarded us 
with much suspicion, but soon learned to love us, Mr. H. R. 
Tedder, the doyen of London Librarians, Mr. Inkster, Mr. 
Herbert Jones, the genial librarian of the Royal Borough, Mr. 
Guppy, then of Sion College, Mr. Cecil Davis and the eternal 
Captain Marryat, Mr. H. D. Roberts, then sojourning in 
Southwark, and Mr. Charles Welch, then of the Guildhall, to 
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mention but a few; and some who have passed—Dr. Garnett, 
Mr. Thomas Greenwood, Mr. Burgoyne, Mr. Frank Campbell, 
and Mr. J. D. Brown. They were all friends of the Association 
in the early days when help was much needed, and their example 
was soon followed, and invitations to hold meetings at different 
libraries flooded in and the way became smoother and success 
was assured. Personally | am more than convinced that I owe 
much of the success, if I may be pardoned for using the term, 
which I have been so fortunate as to attain, to my early 
association with the Library Assistants’ Association and the 
band of enthusiasts who formed its personnel two decades ago. 
But what of the future? Not within the province of this note 
murmurs the Editor who now occupies the chair which I was 
once proud to fill. Very well. May I add an exhortation to all 
assistants? If you are interested in your work join the L.A.A. 
and take a violent part in its activities—you will never regret 
it. On the other hand if you are not sufficiently interested to 
take a violent part don’t join because you think you ought to; you 
will not only waste your money, but you will lend colour to the 
aphorism that anything can be proved by statistics. Your 
proper course is to seek fresh pastures. 


PROCEEDINGS. 

SOUTH COAST BRANCH: FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING. 

The Fourth Annual Meeting of the South Coast Branch was held at 
the Worthing Public Library on Thursday, July 6th. Prior to the Meeting 
the Members were entertained to tea by Miss Marian Frost (Chief 
Librarian). 

In the unavoidable absence of Councillor Walter Aston (Chairman of 
the Worthing Public Library), the Hon. President of the Branch, Mr. 
H. D. Roberts (Brighton), presided over an attendance of more than twenty. 

The minutes of the previous Meeting having been read and confirmed, 
the following report on the work of the Branch for the year ending June 
30th, 1916, was unanimously adopted. 

REPORT. 

The Committee has pleasure in submitting its Fourth Annual Report on 
the work of the Branch. 

The present membership is 38. Of this number, one is a Fellow, 16 
are Members, and 21 are Associates. During the year one Member and 9 
Associates have been enrolled, and 2 Associates have resigned. 

The Hon. Secretary, Mr. Arthur Webb, joined the Army in October, 
1915, and the secretarial work has been carried on during his absence by 
the Hon. Treasurer, Miss Ethel Gerard, to whom the cordial thanks of the 
Committee are accoriled. 

During the past year, owing to the unprecedented state of the times, 
and the depleted staffs of the various South Coast Libraries, it has been 
found impossible to hold the usual quarterly meetings of the Branch. But 
the Committee confidently hope that this cessation of meetings will be for 
“the duration of the war” only. Judging by the interest continually 
shown both by members at home and abroad, it will be possible to resume 
the quarterly meetings with renewed enthusiasm when our colleagues return. 
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The statement of receipts and expenditure for the year is appended to 
the report. No subscriptions have been claimed from Members who are 
“* on service,’’ and consequently our income has been considerably cur- 
tailed. In these circumstances the Committee regret that it is again neces- 
sary to call the attention of several Members to the fact that their sub- 
scriptions for the current year are still unpaid. It is becoming increasingly 
difficult to carry on the work of this Association in a satisfactory manner 
unless subscriptions are paid promptly. 

The prize of one guinea, kindly offered by Mr. H. D. Roberts, for the 
best essay submitted by a Member of the Branch on the subject ‘* The 
Ideal Public Library from a Ratepayer’s point of view,’’ has been awarded 
to Private Wilfrid Hynes, of the Hove Public Library, who is at present 
** on service.”’ The thanks of the Committee are accorded to Mr. Roberts 
for the prize, and his continued interest in the Branch. 

The Hon. Treasurer of the Branch, Miss Gerard, has been elected to 
serve as a Member of the Committee of Women Librarians and Assistants 
formed in connection with the Library Assistants’ Association. 

During the year eight more members of the Branch have joined H.M. 
Army, making a total of 12 serving with the Forces. To the South Coast 
Roll of Honour are now added the following names :— 

Mr. A. M. Hamstyn (Eastbourne), A.S.C. 

Mr. G. V. R. Haywirp (Portsmouth), 16th Hants Regiment. 

Mr. Witrrip Hynes (Hove), R.A.M.C. 

Mr. B. R. Moors (Portsmouth), Artists’ Rifles O.T.C. 

Mr. A. C. Piper (Winchester), Rifle Brigade. 

Mr. W. J. Epmonston Scott, M.A., F.S.A. (Scot.) (Brighton), War 

Office Intelligence Dept. 
Mr. R. E. Smituer (Brighton), 14th Batt. Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Mr. ARTHUR WEBB (Hon. Sec. of the Branch) (Brighton), Ist Home 
Counties Brigade, R.F.A. Wittram Law, Chairman. 
ARTHUR WeEsB, Hon. Secretary. 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE, 1915-1916. 








RECEIPTS. £ s. 4. EXPENDITURE. £ a é& 
Balance brought forward 15 8 Proportion of subscriptions 
Subscriptions received ... 412 6 remitted to Gen. Hon. 
Treas. ..- aa vw 219 © 
Hon. Sec. Expenses... 2 6 
Hon. Treas. Expenses ... 11 8 
Balance __... _ wv. FD 
45 8 2 45 8 2 
Examined and found correct, M. BarnetTrT, 


l ° 
July Ist, 1916. E. Youne, j Hon. Auditors. 
The Officers and Committee for the ensuing year were an- 
nounced as follows :— 


Hon. President : Hon. Treasurer: 
Henry D. Roberts, Director, Miss E. Gerard, Worthing. 
Brighton Public Library, etc. Hon. Secretary : 
Hon. Vice-Presidents : Arthur Webb, Brighton. 
Miss Marian Frost, Worthing. Committee : 
H. Bond, Portsmouth. Miss M. M. Barnett, Brighton. 
W. R. Butterfield, Hastings. Miss M. Tupman, Worthing. 
J. H. Hardcastle, Eastbourne. Miss E. Young, Brighton. 
J. W. Lister, Hove. A. M. Hamblyn, Eastbourne. 
Chairman : W. Hynes, Hove. 


William Law, Brighton. H. Mew, Hove. 
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The Chairman announced that his prize of a guinea for the best essay 
on the subject ‘‘ The Ideal Public Library from a Ratepayer’s Point of 
View ’’ had been awarded to Private Wilfrid Hynes, Senior Assistant of the 
Hove Public Library, but now with the R.A.M.C. at Malta. 

This was followed by perhaps the most interesting part of the evening’s 
proceedings—the reading of letters sent for that purpose by absent Members 
of the Branch now “ on service.’’ The senders of these interesting letters 
were Corporal G. R. Cone (Brighton), now with the A.S.C. in France; 
Trooper Royston Mason (Eastbourne), now in France with the 2nd Life 
Guards; Privates Thomas Lowe and Victor Dragrez (Hove), both in Banga- 
lore; Private Wilfrid Hynes (Hove), winner of the prize given by the Hon. 
President, now at the Military Hospital, Tigne, Malta, with the R.A.M.C.; 
Corporal A. C. Piper (City Librarian of Winchester), now in the Rifle 
Brigade; Private G. V. R. Hayward (Portsmouth), 16th Hants Regiment ; 
Sergeant B. R. Moors (Portsmouth), Artists’ Rifles O.T.C.; Private A. M. 
Hamblyn (Eastbourne), A.S.C. Corporal A. Webb (Brighton), Hon. Sec. of 
the Branch, and Cadet H. S. Wilson, formerly of Hove, were also present 
and related something of their Military experiences. 

After the reading of these letters the resolution proposed by Miss Frost, 
and seconded by Miss Gerard, was carried enthusiastically :— 

** That this Annual Meeting of the South Coast Branch of the Library 
Assistants’ Association desires to place upon record its pride in its members 
who are ‘ on service ’ for their country, and its appreciation of the interest 
still shown by them for this Association through the letters sent by them 
and read at this meeting. It wishes each Member ‘ God-speed’ and a 
safe and early return to the South Coast Branch.”’ 

Votes of thanks to the writers of the letters, the Chairman, Miss Frost, 
and the Worthing Staff, brought to a close a very successful meeting. 


APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES. 

*Rees, Miss GwENDOLEN, of the Newport (Mon.) Public Library, has 
been appointed temporary Sub-Librarian, Tottenham Public Library. 

Tempest, Harowip, Sub-Librarian, Liverpool Athenaeum, has_ been 
appointed Librarian, Bingham Public Library, Cirencester. 

Wituiams, Witiiam, Chief Assistant, Bootle Public Libraries, has been 
appointed Sub-Librarian, Liverpool Athenaeum. 

* Member, L.A.A. 


OBITUARY. 

It is with deep regret that we have to record the death of Mr. W. R. 
Credland, Deputy Chief Librarian of Manchester since 1886. Mr. Credland 
had been in ill-health for several years, and passed away on 18th July in 
his 67th year. He entered the service of the Manchester Libraries Committee 
in 1865, and remained there for over 50 years, until his retirement last year. 

Mr. Credland had a wide knowledge of literature, both English and 
Foreign, and was himself a prolific writer and book reviewer. Among the 
works bearing his name may be mentioned the official ‘*‘ Handbook ”’ of the 
Manchester Public Libraries, several volumes of travel sketches, entitled 
** Days’ Off,”” and a memoir of John Mortimer. 


As we go to press the sad news reaches us of the death of Mr. W. A. 
Taylor, Borough Librarian of Holborn, at the age of 52 years, and of Mr. 
H. T. Folkard, Chief Librarian of Wigan for over forty years. Mr. Folkard 
was knocked down and killed by a milk-float on 25th August. 


NEW MEMBERS. 
Assoclate: Miss I. Calmon (Tottenham). 
South Coast Braneh: Assoelate: Miss Atice M. Walker (Worthing). 





